
 Address 

 Question 1. What was the address of the woman? 

 Answer 1: The address of the woman was Marconi Street, Number 45. 

 Question 2. What was the woman’s name? 

 Answer 2: The woman’s name was Mrs Dorling. 

 Question 3. How did the narrator introduce herself to the woman? 

 Answer 3: The narrator introduced herself as Mrs S’s daughter. 

 Question 4. In which country does the incident take place? 

 Answer 4: The incident takes place in Holland. 

 Question  5.  Why  did  the  narrator  think  she  was  at  the  wrong  address?  How  were  her 
 thoughts proved to be wrong? 

 Answer  5:  The  narrator  thought  she  was  at  the  wrong  address  because  the  woman 
 who  opened  the  door  showed  no  trace  of  recognising  her.  The  narrator  thought  she 
 had  become  confused  and  rang  the  wrong  doorbell.  However,  she  saw  the  woman 
 wearing  a  cardigan  made  by  her  mother.  Her  staring  made  the  woman 
 uncomfortable.  Then,  she  understood  that  she  was  at  the  right  address  and  the 
 woman recognised her too. 

 Question 6. What was the narrator’s experience when she entered the house? 

 Answer  6:  After  entering  the  house,  the  narrator  started  noticing  the  stuff  that  had 
 belonged  to  her  mother.  First,  she  saw  the  candle  holder,  then  at  the  dining  table, 
 she  saw  the  woollen  table  cover  made  by  her  mother.  She  observed  that  the  present 
 owner  was  using  their  crockeries.  She  spotted  the  cup,  dishes  and  plates  and  even 
 understood that the cutlery set in the drawer belonged to her mother. 

 Question 7. How did the girl enter Mrs Dorling’s house? 

 Answer  7:  When  the  girl  met  Mrs  Dorling  after  a  long  time,  she  said  she  could  not  do 
 anything  for  her  and  closed  the  door.  When  she  was  in  the  train  station,  determined 
 to  leave  the  place,  saw  Mrs  Dorling.  She  understood  Mrs  D  was  out  of  home  and 
 again  visited  her  house.  That  time,  Mrs  D’s  daughter  opened  the  door.  The  narrator 



 said  that  she  came  to  meet  the  owner.  The  teenager  opened  the  door  for  her,  and 
 she could finally enter the house. 

 Question 8. Why did she leave the house without taking her things? 

 Answer  8:  The  narrator  found  everything  that  belonged  to  her  family  in  Mrs  Dorling’s 
 house.  She  returned  to  her  hometown  only  to  search  for  and  take  back  those  things. 
 But,  as  soon  as  she  entered  the  house,  their  presence  made  her  nostalgic.  The 
 things  even  seemed  unfamiliar  to  her  in  a  different  person’s  home.  Finally,  she  was 
 convinced  that  the  link  between  the  staff  and  her  didn’t  exist  anymore.  The  rented 
 room  she  lived  in  was  too  small  for  these.  She  left  them  with  the  new  owner  to  move 
 on from her past life. 

 Question 9. Describe the narrator’s post-war situation. 

 Answer  9:  During  the  war,  the  narrator  and  her  mother  had  to  leave  her  homeland. 
 She  lost  her  mother  in  war.  After  the  end  of  the  war  and  liberalisation,  she  got  food 
 security.  She  started  to  live  in  a  small  rented  room  where  black  paper  sheets  hung 
 from  the  window.  At  the  same  time,  she  began  to  live  alone  in  a  faraway  place.  Her 
 return  after  a  long  time  to  her  hometown  evoked  the  memories  of  her  past  life, 
 making it painful to her at one point. 

 Question 10. Describe the cutlery owned by the narrator’s family. 

 Answer  10:  While  at  Mrs  Dorling’s  house,  the  narrator  shares  a  memory  with  the 
 teenage  girl.  She  remembers  that  one  day  her  mother  asked  her  to  clean  the  silver. 
 She  didn’t  know  which  silver  her  mother  was  talking  about.  So,  she  asked  about  the 
 silver.  Her  mother  replied  with  surprise  that  she  was  talking  about  the  cutlery.  Then, 
 the narrator understood the cutlery they used daily was made of silver. 

 Question 11. Why did the narrator of the story want to forget the address? 

 Answer  11:  The  story,  ‘The  Address’,  revolves  around  a  girl  who,  after  the  war,  goes 
 to  her  hometown  to  find  her  family’s  belongings.  The  story  describes  how  her 
 mother’s  friend  took  all  their  antique  staff  while  they  were  preparing  to  leave  the 
 country.  After  the  war,  the  girl,  the  only  survivor,  came  to  that  woman’s  house  to 
 recover  those  things.  Though  the  woman,  Mrs  Dorling,  refused  to  acknowledge  her, 
 the  narrator  entered  the  house  when  she  was  out  of  the  home.  After  entering  the 
 house,  her  thoughts  changed  quickly.  She  noticed  their  things,  and  those  evoked  her 
 memories,  especially  of  her  mother.  She  realised  that  the  actual  owner  of  those 
 things  had  passed  away.  Her  rented  room  was  too  small  to  accommodate  those 
 things.  She  convinced  herself  that  moving  on  from  her  past  was  the  easiest  and  best 
 thing  she  could  do.  So,  she  left  the  house  and  wanted  to  forget  the  address  so  that 
 she could never return to the house which had her mother’s belongings. 



 Question  12.  ‘The  Address’  is  a  story  of  the  human  predicament  that  follows  war. 
 Comment. 

 Answer  12:  War  is  only  destructive.  It  takes  innocent  lives,  breaks  down  civilisation 
 and  halts  normal  human  life.  The  second  world  war  was  one  of  the  most  dangerous 
 wars  in  human  history.  Like  numerous  writings,  this  story  also  captures  the  pain 
 caused  to  human  life  by  war.  The  main  character  of  the  story  is  a  girl  who  is 
 presumably  Jewish.  During  the  second  world  war,  millions  of  Jews  were  tortured  and 
 killed.  So,  when  the  war  was  approaching  her  country,  Holland,  she  fled  from  the 
 country  along  with  her  mother.  Before  leaving,  her  mother’s  friend,  Mrs  Dorling,  took 
 all  their  things.  She  lost  her  mother  and  moved  from  place  to  place  during  the  war. 
 Finally,  after  the  liberalisation,  she  found  a  small  rented  room  to  live  in  and  food 
 security. Thus, the story portrays the pain of a girl who lost everything due to war. 

 Question  13.  The  story  is  divided  into  pre-War  and  post-War  times.  What  hardships 
 do you think the girl underwent during these times? 

 Answer  13:  ‘The  Address’  by  Marga  Minco  is  a  story  about  a  girl  who  was  deeply 
 affected  by  the  war.  The  story  takes  place  in  the  post-war  period.  Whereas,  from  the 
 girl’s  remembrance,  we  can  know  about  the  pre-war  period.  The  girl  and  her  mother 
 had  been  living  a  peaceful  life.  But  with  the  start  of  the  war,  the  girl’s  life  changed 
 forever.  She  fled  her  country  with  her  mother  to  save  their  lives.  Still,  she  lost  her 
 mother  in  the  war.  After  liberalisation,  she  finally  got  regular  food  and  a  small  rented 
 room  to  live  in.  Though  the  war  was  over,  she  lived  in  a  distant  place  from  her 
 hometown.  She  wanted  to  collect  her  mother’s  belongings  which  had  been  kept  by 
 her  friend,  Mrs  Dorling.  But,  after  entering  Dorling’s  house,  those  staff  strongly 
 brought  memories  of  her  past  life.  The  girl  felt  that  the  link  between  the  things  and 
 her  had  passed  away.  Amid  this  painful  experience,  she  left  the  staff  beyond  to  forget 
 her  past  life.  Thus,  in  the  post  war  period,  her  struggle  continued,  and  her  memories 
 brought much pain to her. 

 Question  14.  ‘Have  you  come  back?’  said  the  woman.  ‘I  thought  that  no  one  had 
 come back.’ Does this statement give some clue about the story? If yes, what is it? 

 Answer  14:  The  line  has  been  taken  from  Margo  Minco’s  story  ‘The  Address’.  The 
 coldness  of  the  line  hits  the  reader.  It  hints  at  a  dangerous  phenomenon  that  killed 
 lots  of  people.  In  the  story,  the  narrator  came  to  meet  an  older  woman  in  her 
 hometown  after  a  long  time.  The  woman  refused  to  recognise  her,  though  the  green 
 cardigan  she  was  wearing  belonged  to  her  mother.  So,  the  narrator  understood  that 
 she  was  at  the  right  address.  Then,  the  aged  woman  said  the  mentioned  line.  It  hints 
 that  the  woman  had  other  belongings  of  the  narrator’s  family,  and  she  refused  to 
 acknowledge  that.  It  was  because  the  girl  and  her  mother  had  to  leave  the  place  at 
 war,  and  the  woman  thought  they  could  never  return  back.  Hence,  she  felt  she  could 
 use  those  things  for  the  rest  of  her  life  and  became  a  little  started  seeing  the  girl 
 standing before her door. 




